
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2012 Issue 74 

Headmistress’s Message 

The summer holidays are almost upon us and both the children and the staff are looking forward to a well-earned break. 
Due to the lack of summer weather, we have had to cram so much into the last few days of the term. No wonder we all feel 
we live at the school! Thank you so much for your understanding and co-operation this week. I know it has not been easy 
for those who have booked time off work only to find that the calendar has changed and that events have been re-
arranged on different days. Unfortunately, we have not been able to hold Sports Day this year; the field continues to be 
waterlogged! 

My first year as Headmistress of Oaklands School has been not only eventful, but successful too! I would like to thank the 
whole Oaklands School community, parents, pupils and my amazing team of staff for helping and supporting me 
throughout the year. I could not possibly do my job without you! The pupils have had many successes and achievements 
this year in all areas of the curriculum - academic subjects, sport and the creative arts.  I am very proud of them all. 

Enjoy the summer break! To those of you who are leaving Oaklands at the end of this academic year, I wish you good luck 

in your new schools, and for the rest of us I look forward to welcoming you back on Wednesday 5 September 2012. 

Cheryl Macnair 
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As you know, Mrs Maggie Tear retires at the end of this 

academic year.  To mark her 10 year dedication and work 

at Oaklands School, Mrs Tear has 

donated a “Family Tree” which 

bares three different types of 

apple which is planted outside by 

the playground.   

Thank you very much, Mrs Tear.  A 

lovely idea! 

 

 

Mrs Maggie Tear 



 
 

 
 

Year 2 Trip to Rye Meads Nature Reserve 

On Tuesday 19 June Year 2 went to Rye Meads Nature Reserve to study habitats.  
We had fun pond-dipping, mini-beasting, bird watching as well as being able to 
act out different creatures.   

“I really enjoyed seeing the fox under the bushes when we were mini-beasting” - 
Jack 

“I liked pond-dipping because some of the insects frightened me by jumping out 
the bowl” - Savannah 

 

 

 

Garden Room Dance Display 

This was one of the very few events which took place on the right day in the right place – but only just! The theme 

was all about ‘Traditional Stories’ and we were suitably impressed by performances from Jack and the Beanstalk, Red 

Riding Hood and Wolves, Little Pigs, Goldilocks and Bears and Gingerbread Girls and Boys. The children looked great 

in their costumes and danced beautifully. The weather changed during the last item and we all had to rush for shelter 

as the rain fell! 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

OPA Fete 

The OPA fete, originally planned for 16 June, had to be postponed due to the bad weather. It took place last Friday 

after school with activities held in the hall, Transition classrooms and the Art Room. The sun did manage to shine for 

part of the afternoon and we were able to hold the ‘Beat the Goalie’ competition out on the playground. Well done 

to everyone for helping out and supporting the fete.  

Year 6 Mini Fete 

The Year 6 mini fete which is organised and run (with some help from Year 5) by the Year 6 pupils themselves was 

held last week in the studio with lots of activities and fun raising a fantastic sum of £300 which will be divided equally 

between Chigwell Riding Trust and Cancer Research. 

Diamond Jubilee Picnic Celebrations 

 

OPA 

The OPA would like to thank all parents for their support throughout the year.  The last few weeks have been busy 
with the end of year disco, second hand uniform sale and the mini fete.  We raised £700 at the disco, thanks to all 
that attended and helped, £570 at the mini fete, thanks to all pupils and staff that decorated their fantastic stalls, the 
children had a great time.  The second hand uniform sale raised £283.  Along with all our other fundraising events 
throughout the year and money transferred from the previous committee we now have in excess of £20,000 towards 
our minibus.  Wishing you all a wonderful summer, Charlotte, Kate, Natalie and Jo.  

Display of Work Evening 

The school was open on Monday 9 July for both pupils and parents to admire the children’s displays and work. It was 

also an opportunity to meet the next class teacher. It was lovely to see so many of you on the evening. Thank you for 

taking the time to look around and appreciate the pupils’ hard work. 



 
 

 
 

Dance Display—Tuesday 3 July 2012 

For the first time we used the marquee on the field for the annual dancing display.  Transitions and KS1 classes 
portrayed a variety of different Olympic sports in their dances which were both energetic and entertaining.  The KS2 
classes and dance groups used a range of music to be ‘skaters’, ‘car wash attendants’, dancers with ‘Olly Murs’, 
‘poker faces’ painted white, orphans with a colourful Miss Hannigan, and statues in complex ‘spatial formations’. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower Kindergarten ‘Fathers’ Day Assembly’ 

Lower Kindergarten children led by Miss Webster gave a delightful assembly for the Daddies (and some of the 

Mummies). They sang, recited a poem and presented parents with beautiful pictures and cards for ‘Fathers’ Day’. 

Well done! 

Year 2 and Key Stage 2 Prize Giving 

I am very proud of the effort and achievements made by all our children. We were especially pleased that Eleanor 

Laing MP took time out of her very busy schedule to present the certificates and prizes. She even missed her own 

son’s Prize Giving! Thank you very much Mrs Laing. The short concert after the formal proceedings was brilliant with 

songs, a poetry recital, a performance by our recorder ensemble and dance. The final song ‘The World’s Greatest’ 

was very moving and I don’t think many of us had a dry eye! 

75th Anniversary 

As many of you are aware Oaklands School is celebrating 75 years this summer. On Sunday 1 July we held a party to 

celebrate the occasion. It was great to see many old pupils and ex-members of staff. Thank you to our Key Stage 2 

pupils who sang the school song ’Glad that I live am I’ and acted as guides touring the school. You are a credit to the 

school and were paid many compliments on the day. Well done! Matthew and his father, Nicholas along with Carol 

Norris made speeches and Ann Hagger cut the Anniversary Cake! Check out the website for a further account of the 

day. 

 

"Musical entertainment was in abundance at the 75th anniversary Celebrations on Sunday 1st July. A blend of jazz, 
swing and latin standards were heard floating from the marquee to the Pimms tent. The band in residence for the 
event was "The Paul Bartels Jazz Band". Travelling throughout London, Essex and beyond, the band is available for 
hire for all types of occasions. For more details please look at the website: www.paulbartels.co.uk." 

http://www.paulbartels.co.uk


 
 

 
 

Walk2Kariba 

Mrs Poulton and Year 4 have been following the Chisipite School Fundraising Walk, Zimbabwe.  Fathers of children at 
the school have been trekking from Harare to Kariba raising money for the Kariba Animal Welfare Fund Trust.  The 
girls in Year 4 were so inspired that they organised and ran a cake sale raising a wonderful £180 to add to the 
fundraising events in Zimbabwe.  Their efforts have since been acknowledged and mentioned in the Kariba Animal 
Welfare Fund Trust Update 8 July 2012! 

“This is an amazing donation from these children to send to this side of the world towards the welfare of our wildlife 
and very touching.  We hope some of them will be visiting Zim at sometime to experience it in real life!” 

Their pen pals in Year 3 at Chisipite School sent us this thank you letter. 

          

 

 

 

 

Dear Year 4 Oaklands School 

Thank you for our beautiful book.  We have read through it all and love your letters and your photos.  We 

are so jealous that you built snowmen on your school field.  Most of us have never even seen snow.  At the 

end of every day we have a raffle to see who is taking the book home to show their families.  Your school 

looks lovely and you do lots of exciting things.  You seem to love your Zumba dancing classes!  

 

We were so pleased to hear that you were interested in the Walk2Kariba and looked at it on facebook.  

Didn’t you love the photo of them crossing the river and the Dad holding his gun over his head, and then 

disappearing under the water?  Thanks so much for having a cake sale for our wild animals in Kariba.  

They are in great danger of poaching and men have to patrol the area with guns to protect the animals 

and they also destroy snares that have been set up.  They are always short of money for their important 

task, and your cake-sale money will be a great help.  We are also raising money with our Learn2Earn 

sponsorship that we are now collecting.  We are proud of the Dads and are glad you were interested, even 

though you live so very far away. 

 

So thanks to Amy, Ava, Sophie, Grace, Zoe, Misgin, Kiera, Ashleigh, Alana, Sofia, Danae, Lara and 

Mrs.Poulton and we hope you enjoy the last part of your school year. 

 

All our love 

From Grade 3M and all the animals in Kariba. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Year 3 & 4 Trip to Kew Gardens  

“It started with an early start gathering in our underground classroom.  We 
set foot onto the coach.  A long journey awaited us but after a long wait our 
journey was complete.  We arrived at Kew Gardens and split up into groups.  
We saw bonsai trees in a small greenhouse.  We saw unbelievably tall palm 
trees in a tropical greenhouse.  We stopped for a break in the middle of the 
day and settled down in open space and ate our delicious packed lunches.  
We went on a tree top view and saw what it was to be so high.  We packed up 
our bags, tried not to cry and got on the coach and left Kew Gardens” 

Report written by Year 3 

Year 6 Trip to Chigwell Riding Trust   

On Wednesday 27 June Year 6 enjoyed an afternoon at Chigwell Riding Trust.  Deborah Hall introduced all the horses 
and, of course, we took special interest in Tansy, the horse Oaklands School sponsors.  We saw a riding lesson in 
action and also watched a horse being trained for a competition.  The girls were allowed to try their expertise at 
riding albeit on a machine-horse!  An inspiring afternoon for Year 6 girls, who raised funds for Chigwell Riding Trust at 
their mini-fete. 

Forthcoming Events 

Wednesday 5 September   Beginning of Autumn Term 

Monday 10 September   All Clubs Start 

Wednesday 12 September   Swimming Years 3, 4, 5 Starts 

Monday 17 September - 6.30pm   Read, Write Inc. Information Evening for Read, Write 
 Inc. for Transition Parents 

Wednesday 19 September   Years 3 & 4 Activity Day at Gilwell 

 

London 2012 Paralympic Games Update 

Our sponsored athlete, Jonathan Adams has been selected to represent Paralympics GB at the London 2012 
Paralympic Games for the seated shot put.  Congratulations to Jonathan and we wish him good luck in his event. 

Celebration of the Year 

This annual event is held in the marquee each year when the pupils in Transition and Year 1 celebrate their 

achievements throughout the year. The children reported on the various activities they had participated in and 

performed songs both in English and French! Parents were very impressed and delighted by the occasion. 

 


